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Thank you for being our dropoff for gifts and food 2025 Adopt a Pilot  

Mindful Gainz 128 E Anaheim St Wilmington , CA. 90744  Erik Esquivel Banning High School 
Alumni C/O 2005 

 

 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/1tX2BtoKt4bg3eFP7
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Wilmington, we’ve been called to action again can you help? Last year, thanks to this 
amazing community, we were able to support many families in need. This year, that number 
is expected to double and it's still growing.  

While our initial estimate was closer to 45 students, recent immigration-related challenges 
and circumstances beyond families’ control have caused some to step back or remain 
unseen during this time. We respect those decisions and will continue outreach where 
possible. As of now, these are the confirmed students and families we are serving. 

All 28 pilots and 132 of their family members have been adopted. Not including captains 
delivering those to captains families homes.  

2025 Adopt a Pilot Sponsors and Monetary Donors 

Captains  

Edie Chipman 

Claudia Pilon 

Virginia Marquez  

Danny Yamaguchi 

Marlene Mendez Family & Friends  

Gianni Legaspi   

Dominica Diaz   

Kimberly Podzimek 

Melissa Sanchez  

Peter Trujillo 

Marisela Camberos 

Theresa Rodriguez  

Jasmin Garcia 

Anabell Romero-Chavez 

Elena Reynaga   

Delfina Jaramillo 
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Monetary Sponsors 

Tiffany Rau 

Johana Rendon 

Martha Dieguez 

Marie Bergman  

Cynthia Ponce  

Jeanette Lopez  

Matilda Davidson-Lakey 

CP Magnet Collaboration 

Robert Craig Films 

Alexander Arregon  

Elia Garcia  

Ayad Mirjan 

Monica Ponce  

Rosemary Vejar 

Banning High School (Coins for Christmas)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2025 Operation Pilot Wheel - Adopt a Pilot   7 
 

ANW A Needy Wilmington provides these financial updates voluntarily as part of our 
commitment to honesty, accountability, and good faith stewardship of community 
donations. 

 

While nonprofit organizations are required to follow applicable federal and state reporting 
requirements, the detailed public updates we share about donations received, funds 
spent, and needs supported are provided by choice not because we are trying to prove 
ourselves, but because we believe our community deserves to see how support is being 
used. 

 

Every donation entrusted to us is treated with care, and these updates are meant to show, 
in plain language, how contributions are put back into the students, families, and 
community needs we serve. 

 

Small legal note: nonprofits do have required filings, like IRS public inspection rules for 
Form 990 and California charity annual renewals, but our extra community breakdowns are 
generally a voluntary transparency practice.  

 

 

Grassroots Support & Human Dignity Statement A Needy Wilmington operates through a 
grassroots, community-first model guided in part by the principles of Maslow’s Hierarchy of 
Needs. We believe that before recognition, publicity, or acknowledgment comes the 
responsibility to protect a person’s basic human needs, dignity, emotional well-being, and 
sense of safety. 

 

Our approach focuses on: 

• Identifying the need 

• Understanding the purpose behind the need 

• Finding the most respectful way to fulfill the need 

• Creating a positive and meaningful outcome for the individual or family receiving 
support 
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Because of this philosophy, there may be times when photographs, names, personal 
stories, or identifying details are limited or intentionally withheld. Some individuals and 
families may be experiencing hardship, emotional distress, insecurity, embarrassment, or 
concerns related to privacy, self-esteem, safety, or belonging. 

 

We believe no person should feel obligated to publicly display their struggles in order to 
receive compassion, assistance, or community support. 

 

While transparency and accountability remain important to our organization, we also 
recognize that human dignity matters equally. For that reason, we strive to balance 
responsible reporting with respect for the emotional and personal well-being of those we 
serve. 

 

At the center of our work are the needs that matter most: food, water, shelter, clothing, 
emotional support, safety, stability, belonging, and hope. 
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Click to  view video 

https://video.wixstatic.com/video/9609c2_52c7e365713b498c871aa682b22d8acd/720p/mp4/file.mp4
https://video.wixstatic.com/video/9609c2_52c7e365713b498c871aa682b22d8acd/720p/mp4/file.mp4

